
CHAPTER 4, PART 2 – Popular Sports in Romania 
 
Sport plays an important role in Romanian society, both as entertainment and as a 
source of national pride. Some sports have deep historical roots, while others have 
become popular more recently due to international success. 
 
-Football (Soccer) 
 
Football is by far the most popular sport in Romania. It is followed by millions of 
fans, and matches are widely watched on television and online. 
- The most successful Romanian club is Steaua București (also known today as 
FCSB), which won the 1986 European Cup Final—a historic achievement. 
- The Romanian national team has participated in several World Cups and European 
Championships. 
 
Famous Representative: Gheorghe Hagi: Known as “The Maradona of the 
Carpathians,” he is Romania’s greatest football legend and an international icon. 
 
-Gymnastics 
 
Romania is world-famous for its gymnastics tradition, especially in women’s artistic 
gymnastics. 
- Romania dominated international competitions from the 1970s to the early 2000s. 
- The country has won numerous Olympic medals in this sport. 
 
Famous Representative: Nadia Comăneci: She made history at the 1976 Summer 
Olympics by earning the first perfect 10 in Olympic gymnastics. 
 
-Tennis 
 
Tennis has become increasingly popular in Romania, especially in the last decade. 
- Many young people practice tennis today due to international success. 
- Romania regularly participates in major competitions like the Fed Cup and Davis 
Cup. 
 
Famous Representative:Simona Halep: Winner of Wimbledon (2019), Former world 
No. 1, One of Romania’s most respected athletes 
 
-Handball 



 
Handball is one of the most successful team sports in Romania, especially in 
women’s competitions. 
- Romania has a strong tradition in international handball tournaments. 
- The women’s national team has won medals at World Championships. 
Famous Representative: Cristina Neagu: Multiple-time World Player of the Year, 
Considered one of the greatest handball players in history 
 
-Swimming 
 
Swimming has gained popularity recently thanks to new international successes. 
- More young athletes are joining swimming clubs. 
- Romania is becoming more competitive globally. 
 
Famous Representative: David Popovici: World champion at a very young age, 
Known for breaking records and representing a new generation of athletes 
 
The diversity of popular sports in Romania shows a balance between tradition and 
modern success. While football dominates public attention, sports like gymnastics 
and handball have built Romania’s international reputation, and newer disciplines like 
swimming are shaping its future. 
PART 1 – Olympic Spirit (Romania) 
 
🇷🇴 Summer Olympic Games 
 
Romania has a long and proud history at the Summer Olympic Games, especially in 
gymnastics, rowing, canoeing, and athletics. 
 
⭐ Important Athletes 
 
Nadia Comăneci 
 
First gymnast in history to score a perfect 10 (Montreal 1976) 
 
Won 5 Olympic gold medals 
 
Became a global symbol of excellence and discipline 
 
 



Simona Halep 
 
Participated in the Olympics representing Romania in tennis 
 
Former world No. 1 and Grand Slam champion 
 
 
Ivan Patzaichin 
 
Won 4 Olympic gold medals in canoe sprint 
 
Known for competing with a broken paddle and still winning silver 
 
 
 
💬 Inspiring Story 
 
One of the most famous Olympic moments in history belongs to Nadia Comăneci, 
who, at only 14 years old, shocked the world with the first perfect 10 in gymnastics. 
The scoreboard couldn’t even display 10.00, showing 1.00 instead, because such a 
score was considered impossible. Her performance changed gymnastics forever and 
inspired generations of athletes. 
 
📰 Media Example 
 
Romanian newspapers often highlight Olympic pride. For example: 
 
Articles celebrate Nadia as “the girl who redefined perfection” 
 
Coverage of Romanian rowing teams often describes them as “gold factories of the 
Olympics” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
❄️ Winter Olympic Games 
 



Romania has had more modest success at the Winter Olympics, but still participates 
regularly and proudly. 
 
⭐ Notable Athletes 
 
Eva Tófalvi 
 
One of Romania’s best Winter Olympians 
 
Achieved top-10 finishes in biathlon events 
 
 
Romanian bobsleigh teams 
 
Historically achieved Romania’s only Winter Olympic medal (bronze, 1968) 
 
 
 
💬 Inspiring Story 
 
Despite limited funding and training conditions compared to larger countries, 
Romanian winter athletes continue to compete at the highest level. Their 
perseverance shows dedication and national pride, even without frequent medals. 
 
📰 Media Example 
 
Romanian media often emphasizes effort and determination: 
 
Athletes are described as “heroes of endurance” 
 
Stories focus on overcoming lack of resources rather than just winning medals 
 
 
 
--- 
 
📊 Quick Statistics (Romania – Summer Olympics) 
 
🥇 Gold medals: ~90+ 



 
🥈 Silver medals: ~95+ 
 
🥉 Bronze medals: ~120+ 
 
🏆 Strongest sports: Gymnastics, Rowing, Canoeing 
 
 
 
--- 
 
🎯 Conclusion 
 
Romania’s Olympic spirit is defined by excellence, resilience, and history. From 
legendary performances like Nadia Comăneci’s perfect 10 to the determination of 
modern athletes, the Olympic Games remain a powerful source of national pride. 
 


