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1) The 5 most successful Summer Olympic athletes 

Barbora Špotáková is considered one of the 

greatest javelin throwers in history. She won 

two Olympic gold medals at the Beijing 2008 and 

London 2012 Olympic Games and later added a 

bronze medal in Rio 2016. In total, she earned 

three Olympic medals. Špotáková also set the 

women’s world record in the javelin throw, 

confirming her dominance in the sport for more 

than a decade. 

Lukáš Krpálek is one of the most successful 

judokas in Olympic history. He won his first 

Olympic gold medal in the 100 kg category at 

the Rio 2016 Olympic Games. Four years later, 

he moved to the heavyweight category (100+ 

kg) and won another gold medal at the Tokyo 

2020 Olympic Games. His achievements in two 

different weight classes demonstrate his 

exceptional skill, strength, and dominance in 

judo. 

Štěpánka became one of the legends of Czech 

canoe slalom thanks to her long and successful 

career. Although she won her first Olympic gold 

medal in 1996, her victory at the Sydney 2000 

Olympic Games confirmed her position among 

the greatest athletes of the 21st century. 

Competing in the K-1 category, Hilgertová 

remained one of the top canoeists in the world 

for more than two decades. 
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Picture 5 

David Svoboda is one of the most successful 

Czech athletes in modern pentathlon. This 

demanding sport combines five disciplines: 

fencing, swimming, horse riding, shooting, and 

running. Svoboda achieved the greatest success 

of his career at the London 2012 Olympic 

Games, where he won the gold medal and 

became an Olympic champion. 

 

Jiří Prskavec is considered the face of modern 

Czech water slalom and one of the most 

successful canoeists of his generation. 

Competing in the K-1 category, he became 

known for his technical precision, speed, and 

calm performances under pressure. After 

winning a bronze medal at the Rio 2016 

Olympic Games, Prskavec reached the peak of 

his career at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, 

where he delivered an almost flawless run and 

won the gold medal. His success continued the 

strong Czech tradition in canoe slalom and 

inspired a new generation of athletes. 
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2) 

Ester Ledecká is one of the most unique athletes 

in Olympic history. She became famous at the 

PyeongChang 2018 Winter Olympics, where she 

won two gold medals in two completely 

different sports – alpine skiing and 

snowboarding. Her unexpected victory in the 

women’s super-G shocked the sporting world 

and became one of the greatest Olympic 

moments of the 21st century. 

Martina Sáblíková is the most successful Czech 

speed skater in history. She won multiple Olympic 

medals, including gold medals at the Vancouver 

2010 Winter Olympics. Known for her endurance 

and consistency, Sáblíková dominated long-

distance speed skating for many years and 

became one of the most respected athletes in 

Czech sport. 

 

 

Jaromír Jágr is considered one of the greatest 

ice hockey players of all time. During his long 

and successful career, he won two Stanley 

Cups in the NHL and helped the Czech national 

team win the gold medal at the Nagano 1998 

Winter Olympics. Jágr became an international 

sports icon and inspired generations of hockey 

players around the world. 
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Eva Samková, later known as Eva 

Adamczyková, is one of the most successful 

Czech snowboarders. She won a gold medal in 

snowboard cross at the Sochi 2014 Winter 

Olympics and became famous for her positive 

personality and unforgettable smile with a 

missing tooth after her victory. 

 

 

 

 

Zuzana Maděrová became one of the biggest Czech 

athletics stars after her historic success at the Milano-

Cortina 2026 Olympic Games. Competing in her 

discipline with exceptional determination and 

confidence, she won the Olympic gold medal and 

achieved the greatest success of her career. Her victory 

inspired many young athletes across the Czech Republic 

and confirmed her place among the most successful 

Czech sports personalities of the 21st century. Maděrová 

is admired not only for her athletic talent, but also for her 

hard work, discipline, and fighting spirit. 
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At the PyeongChang 2018 Winter Olympics, Czech athlete Ester Ledecká shocked the entire world. 

She won a gold medal in the women’s super-G skiing event, even though she was mainly known as a 

snowboarder. Many people considered her victory one of the biggest surprises in Olympic history.

Only a few days later, Ledecká achieved something even more unbelievable — she won another gold 

medal, this time in snowboarding. By winning Olympic gold in two completely different sports at the 

same Winter Olympics, she made history and became an international sports sensation. 

Her success brought huge attention to Czech sport and inspired many young athletes around the 

world. 
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Between 2000 and 2026, the Czech Republic continued its strong Olympic tradition and achieved 
many memorable successes at both the Summer and Winter Olympic Games. Czech athletes won 
medals in a wide range of sports, including canoe slalom, athletics, shooting, speed skating, 
snowboarding, tennis, and judo. 

Some of the most successful Czech Olympians of the 21st century include Barbora Špotáková, 
Lukáš Krpálek, Martina Sáblíková, Jiří Prskavec, and Ester Ledecká. Their achievements brought 
international attention to Czech sport and inspired a new generation of athletes. One of the most 
shocking moments came at the PyeongChang 2018 Winter Olympics, where Ester Ledecká won 
two gold medals in two completely different sports – alpine skiing and snowboarding. 

The Czech Republic has been especially successful in individual sports, where athletes often 
compete among the world’s best. Olympic victories and medals are an important source of 
national pride and show the determination, talent, and hard work of Czech athletes. From Sydney 
2000 to Milano-Cortina 2026, Czech Olympians have continued to represent their country with 
great success on the world stage.5 

 

One of the most inspiring comeback stories in modern Czech sport is the journey of Eva 

Adamczyková. In December 2021, she suffered a devastating injury during a World Cup race in 

Austria, breaking both of her ankles only weeks before the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics. Many 

people believed that her professional snowboardcross career might be over. 

Adamczyková was forced to miss the Olympic Games and spent more than a year recovering and 

rebuilding her strength. The rehabilitation process was extremely difficult, as she had to learn how 

to fully walk, train, and compete again. Despite the pain and doubts surrounding her future, she 

made an incredible return to international competition. 

Her comeback became one of the greatest stories of determination in Czech sports history when she 

won the silver medal in snowboardcross at the Milano-Cortina 2026 Winter Olympics. Her success 

proved not only her talent, but also her extraordinary mental strength and fighting spirit. 

.  
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3) 

The Czech Republic has a strong football tradition and is especially famous for producing 

technically talented midfielders and world-class goalkeepers. Czech footballers have achieved 

success in some of the biggest European clubs and international tournaments, helping to build 

the country’s reputation in world football. 

One of the greatest Czech players of the modern era is Pavel Nedvěd, known as the “Czech Fury” 

for his energy, determination, and powerful long-range shots. In 2003, he won the Ballon d'Or 

and became a legend at Juventus. Another iconic player is Petr Čech, considered one of the best 

goalkeepers in Premier League history. During his career at Chelsea, he won the UEFA Champions 

League and set the record for the most clean sheets in the English Premier League. 

Tomáš Rosický, nicknamed “The Little Mozart,” was admired for his creativity, vision, and passing 

ability while playing for Borussia Dortmund and Arsenal. Czech football history also includes 

Antonín Panenka, who became world-famous after inventing the “Panenka penalty” during the 

1976 European Championship final. Today, the biggest star of Czech football is Patrik Schick, 

whose spectacular goal from the halfway line at Euro 2020 became one of the most memorable 

moments of the tournament. 
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The highest football competition in the Czech Republic is the Chance Liga. The league is 

traditionally dominated by three major clubs: AC Sparta Prague, SK Slavia Prague, and FC Viktoria 

Plzeň. These clubs regularly compete for the national title and represent Czech football in 

European competitions such as the UEFA Champions League and UEFA Europa League. 

AC Sparta Prague: AC Sparta Prague is historically the most successful football club in the Czech 

Republic. Founded in 1893, Sparta has won the highest number of domestic league titles and has 

a long tradition of competing in European tournaments. The club is famous for its strong youth 

academy and passionate supporters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SK Slavia Prague: SK Slavia Prague is the oldest Czech football club and one of the most respected 

teams in Central Europe. In recent years, Slavia became internationally recognized for its 

attacking style of play, modern management, and strong performances in European competitions. 

The club has a large and loyal fanbase. 

 

FC Viktoria Plzeň: FC Viktoria Plzeň is considered the biggest success story of modern Czech 

football. Although the club comes from the city of Plzeň, outside Prague, it managed to challenge 

the traditional Prague clubs and became a multiple Czech champion. Viktoria Plzeň regularly 

appeared in the UEFA Champions League group stages and earned respect across Europe. 

 

 

 

The Czech Republic has a very high number of registered football players compared to many 

European countries, showing how deeply football is connected to Czech culture and everyday life. 

Football is played by children, teenagers, and adults in thousands of local clubs across the country. 

The sport is not only an important form of entertainment, but also a way to bring communities 

together. 
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Floorball is a popular indoor team sport played with a plastic ball and special floorball sticks. Two 

teams compete against each other, and the main goal is to score by getting the ball into the 

opponent’s net. The game is very fast and requires speed, teamwork, good fitness, and quick 

reactions. 

 

Each team usually has five field players and one goalkeeper. Matches are 

played in three periods of twenty minutes. The ball is made of plastic and has 

small holes, while players use lightweight sticks to pass, control, and shoot 

the ball. Unlike other players, the goalkeeper does not use a stick and catches 

the ball with their hands. Floorball was created in Sweden during the 1970s 

and later became popular in many European countries, especially in the 

Czech Republic. The biggest international competition is the Floorball World 

Championship, held every two years. 

 

The Czech Republic is considered one of the strongest floorball nations in the 

world. Famous Czech players include Filip Langer, who also plays in the Swedish 

league, and Adam Delong, a forward for Florbal Mladá Boleslav and the Czech 

national team. Among the most successful Czech clubs are Tatran Střešovice, the 

most successful club in Czech floorball history, and Florbal Mladá Boleslav, one of the strongest 

teams in recent years. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since the year 2000, Czech athletics has remained among the world’s most respected athletic 

nations, especially in throwing disciplines and combined events. Modern Czech athletics is 

connected with professional training methods, sports science, and internationally successful 

athletes who regularly competed at the Olympic Games and World Championships. The Czech 

Republic has also hosted important international events, including the famous Golden Spike 

Ostrava meeting, which became one of the most prestigious athletics competitions in Europe. 

 

One of the greatest Czech athletes of the modern era is Roman Šebrle. In 2001, he became the first 

athlete in history to score more than 9,000 points in the decathlon, achieving 9,026 points in 

Götzis. He later won the Olympic gold medal at the Athens 2004 Olympic Games and was 
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considered the “World’s Greatest Athlete” for many years. Another legendary athlete is Barbora 

Špotáková, one of the most successful javelin throwers in history. She won two Olympic gold 

medals in Beijing 2008 and London 2012. In 2008, she also set the women’s javelin world record 

of 72.28 metres, which still remains unbeaten in 2026. Her long and successful career made her 

a symbol of strength, determination, 

and consistency in Czech sport. 

 

Zuzana Hejnová became famous as a 

specialist in the 400-metre hurdles. 

She won two World Championship 

gold medals in 2013 and 2015 and also 

earned an Olympic medal in London 

2012. Her achievements proved that 

Czech athletes could successfully 

compete with the best sprinters and 

hurdlers in the world. 

 

 

Between 2000 and 2026, Czech athletics transformed into a 

modern and highly professional sport. These athletes 

demonstrated that even a relatively small country can remain 

among the world leaders in athletics for more than two decades. 

 

 

Ice hockey is one of the most important and popular sports in the Czech Republic. The history of 

Czech hockey began at the end of the 19th century, when the first hockey clubs and competitions 

were established. During the 20th century, international successes helped hockey become a 

major part of Czech sports culture. One of the first great achievements came in 1947, when 

Czechoslovakia won the Ice Hockey World Championship for the first time. 
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Another historic moment came after the creation of the independent Czech Republic, when the 

national team won the gold medal at the 1998 Winter Olympics in Nagano, Japan. This victory 

became one of the greatest moments in Czech sports history and strengthened hockey’s position 

as a symbol of national pride. Czech fans still remember the legendary performances of players 

such as Jaromír Jágr and Dominik Hašek, who became world-

famous hockey stars. 

Today, ice hockey remains extremely popular in the Czech 

Republic. Thousands of children play hockey in local clubs, 

and the Czech Extraliga is one of the strongest hockey leagues 

in Europe. The Czech national team regularly competes 

among the best teams in the world at the Olympic Games and 

World Championships. 

The five most famous Czech hockey players are usually considered to be Jaromír Jágr, Dominik 

Hašek, Patrik Eliáš, David Pastrňák and Czech legend Roman Červenka. These players achieved 

success in the NHL and helped promote Czech hockey around the world. 

 

One of the greatest moments in recent Czech ice hockey history came at the 2024 IIHF Ice Hockey 

World Championship, which was hosted in Prague and Ostrava. The Czech national team won the 

gold medal after defeating Switzerland 2–0 in the final match. The victory caused huge celebrations 

across the country and reminded many fans of the legendary success at the Nagano 1998 Winter 

Olympics. 

The team was led by strong performances from players such as David Pastrňák and Lukáš Dostál. 

Pastrňák scored an important goal in the final game and became one of the heroes of the 

tournament. The championship showed the strength of Czech hockey, excellent teamwork, and 

strong support from Czech fans, who created an unforgettable atmosphere during the tournament. 

Winning the 2024 World Championship became an important symbol of national pride and proved 

that Czech ice hockey still belongs among the best teams in the world. 
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4) 

Sportovec roku (Athlete of the Year) is the most famous sports award in the 

Czech Republic. The competition is organized by the Czech Union of Sport 

together with Czech sports journalists. Every year, the award recognizes the 

most successful athletes based on their performances at important 

international competitions such as the Olympic Games, World 

Championships, or European Championships. Categories include individual 

athlete, sports team, junior athlete, and coach of the year. Winning this award 

is considered one of the greatest honors in Czech sport because it reflects both 

sporting success and public respect. 

The Cena Jiřího Gutha-Jarkovského is a special Czech sports award named after Jiří Guth-

Jarkovský, an important promoter of sport and Olympic ideals in Czech history. This award 

focuses mainly on fair play, sportsmanship, and ethical behavior in sport. It honors athletes, 

coaches, and teams who demonstrate respect, honesty, and positive values during competitions. 

Unlike awards focused only on medals and victories, this prize highlights the importance of 

character and moral principles in sport. It reminds athletes and fans that respect and fair 

competition are just as important as winning. 

Trenér roku (Coach of the Year) is an important Czech sports award that honors the best coaches 

in the country. The award recognizes coaches who achieve outstanding results with their athletes 

or teams at major international competitions such as the Olympic Games, World Championships, 

and European Championships. It highlights not only victories and medals, but also leadership, 

strategy, motivation, and long-term athlete development. Coaches play a crucial role behind the 
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scenes, helping athletes improve physically and mentally. This award reminds the public that 

sporting success is often the result of years of hard work between athletes and their coaches. 
 

The Síň slávy českého sportu (Czech Sports Hall of Fame) honors legendary Czech athletes and 

coaches for their lifetime achievements and contribution to Czech sport. Only the most respected 

and successful sports personalities are included in the Hall of Fame. Famous members include 

long-distance runner Emil Zátopek, gymnast Věra Čáslavská, and other important figures who 

represented the country with extraordinary success. The Hall of Fame helps preserve the history 

of Czech sport and inspires younger generations to continue the tradition of excellence, 

dedication, and national pride. 

 

Junior Sportovec roku (Junior Athlete of the Year) is an award that recognizes the most talented 

young athletes in the Czech Republic. The award is given to junior athletes who achieve excellent 

results in international youth competitions and show strong future potential. It encourages 

children and teenagers to participate in sports and motivates young athletes to continue 

improving their skills. Many winners later become successful professional athletes representing 

the Czech Republic at the Olympic Games and World Championships. The award highlights the 

importance of supporting young talent and developing the next generation of Czech sports stars. 
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5) 

During our discussion and brainstorming, we agreed that sport is one of the 

strongest ways to unite people in the Czech Republic. The best example is ice 

hockey. During the Ice Hockey World Championship or the Olympic Games, 

millions of people watch the matches together, even if they do not normally 

follow sports. Families, friends, schools, restaurants, and public places often 

come together to support the national team. In these moments, people feel 

connected and proud of their country.  

We also discussed moments when the whole nation celebrated together. One of 

the most famous examples was the victory of the Czech hockey team at the 1998 

Winter Olympics in Nagano. Another unforgettable moment was winning the 

2024 Ice Hockey World Championship at home in Prague. These victories created 

huge celebrations across the country and became important national memories 

shared by many generations. 

We believe that sport and entertainment can also influence society and sometimes even politics. 

Successful athletes often become role models and inspire people through hard work, discipline, 

and fair play. Major sporting events can improve national confidence, bring attention to social 

issues, and strengthen a sense of unity among people. In this way, sport becomes much more than 

just competition or entertainment. 
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